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Reactive Monitoring procedures

are sometimes perceived

as not very clear
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What are 

Paragraphs 172 & 174 

all about?



Capacity-building Seminar for Site Managers

Vilnius, Lithuania, 18-20 October 2017

Paragraph 172

WHAT?

→ States Parties to inform the Committee

→ of their intention

→ to undertake or to authorize

→ in an area protected under the Convention

→ major restorations or new constructions

→ which may affect the OUV
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Paragraph 172

WHEN?

→ Notice should be given as soon as possible 
(for instance, before drafting basic docs) 

→ before making any decisions 

that would be difficult to reverse
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Paragraph 172

WHY?

→ so that the Committee may assist

→ in seeking appropriate solutions 

→ to ensure that OUV is fully preserved
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Paragraph 172

HOW?

Received from State Party

• Letters

• Through the SOC report

 proactive role of Site Manager

 ABs for technical review
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Paragraph 172
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Paragraph 172
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Paragraph 172

Should contain results of:

• Heritage Impact Assessments (HIAs)

• Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) 

with specific section on potential impact

of projects on the OUV 
(also requested by Decision 40 COM 7)
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HIAs / EIAs

Assessment process :
• What heritage is at risk (attribute)?

• Importance (its contribution to OUV)?

• Impact(s) of the development proposal on OUV?

• How to avoid, reduce or compensate impact(s)?

crucial role of Site Managers 

Guidance: http://whc.unesco.org/en/soc 
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Technical reviews

• Response within a 2-month period

except for specific complex cases
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Technical reviews

• Focused on evaluating:

- Potential impact(s) on OUV ?

- Adequately assessed?

• Offer advice on:

- Any additional impact(s) for further assessment  

- Measures to avoid and/or mitigate impact(s) 
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Paragraph 172

• No threat on OUV
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Paragraph 172

• No threat on OUV

• Potential threat   Letters / advice / more info
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Paragraph 172

• No threat on OUV

• Potential threat   Letters / advice / more info

• Potential serious threat  Report to COM (SOC)
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Paragraph 172

• No threat on OUV

• Potential threat   Letters / advice / more info

• Potential serious threat  Report to COM (SOC)

• Ascertained threat  Report to COM (SOC/DL)
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Paragraph 174

WHAT?

→ Secretariat informed by Third parties 

→ that a property has seriously deteriorated

→ that the necessary corrective measures 

have not been taken
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Paragraph 174

HOW?
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Paragraph 174

WHEN?

 Anytime



Capacity-building Seminar for Site Managers

Vilnius, Lithuania, 18-20 October 2017

Paragraph 174

→ Secretariat to verify the source

→ and the contents of the information 

→ in consultation with the State Party concerned 

→ Request its comments
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Technical reviews

• Response within a 2-month period

except for specific complex cases
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Technical reviews

 Information received shared with ABs for technical review

Response from SP shared with ABs
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Paragraph 174

• No threat on OUV

• Potential threat   Letters / advice / more info

• Potential serious threat  Report to COM (SOC)

• Ascertained threat  Report to COM (SOC/DL)
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e.g. in 2016:

74 projects reviewed by ICOMOS

49 projects reviewed by IUCN
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• Implementation of specific measures

• Request conduct of HIAs/EIAs

• New State Party report

• Mission

• Examination at next session

• Inscription on the List of WH in Danger

Committee decisions
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Example

City of Bath (UK)
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• Roman and Georgian eras

• Roman baths (hot springs)

• Grandiose neo-classical Palladian 

crescents, terraces and squares 

• Unifying of nature and city

• Green setting

© Bath Tourism Plus© Vincent Ko Hon Chiu
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In 2007

Third-party information

Shared

with SP

(para.174)
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1 February 2008

SP report

addressing

the issues,

based on 

site manager’s

assessment
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COM Decision based on the SOC report

Request 

for a 

Reactive 

Monitoring 

mission
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• Based on COM 

Decision

• Agreed between 

SP/Site Manager/

WHC/ICOMOS
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Programme developed

with the site Manager
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All stakeholders to meet:
• City Council

• Mayor

• Municipal services

• Site Manager

• Member of Parliament

• Ministry

• English Heritage

• Marketing Dpt Spa

• Architects

• Developers

• Civil Society (6)

• etc.
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• Discussion issue by issue

• Recommendations related 

to each issue

Mission report
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1 February 2009

SP report

1 March 2009

SP response

to the mission report 
(inconsistencies)
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COM Decision based 

• on the SOC report 

• on the mission report+comments

Paragraphs 

asking for 

revisions of 

the project 

for review

+ report

Not for COM
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http://whc.unesco.org/en/soc
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS


